UN CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL 2011

Date: 27 May 2011-05-25

Venue: UNICEF Conference room
RESIDENT COORDINATORS SPEECH FOR STAFF
· Head of  All UN agencies Present

· The Head of World Bank

· My fellow colleagues in the UN

· Members from NAC

· Members from NAPHAM

· Members from  MANET Plus

· Distinguished ladies and gentlemen
· All protocols observed
To begin with, I would like to thank you for coming to witness the observance of the Malawi AIDS candlelight Memorial and as we commemorate 25 Years of the Malawi HIV Epidemic since it was first discovered in 1983. On behalf of the United Nations Agencies and the World Bank in Malawi and also on behalf of the UN plus group in Malawi, I would like to express my gratefulness for the commitment that the UN Family has shown towards the national HIV response. 

Every year we gather to commemorate the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial along with other countries globally for three main objectives:

· To honour the memory of those  who have died of HIV-related illnesses

· To show our support to those living with HIV and those affected by HIV and AIDS; encouraging people living with HIV and AIDS to come out in the open as a way of responding to stigma and discrimination; this is the most distasteful enemy invading in aspects of human rights.

· To renew our determination to reduce the further spread of infection and mitigate the impact of the epidemic in our beautiful country

The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is among the oldest and largest grassroots mobilization campaigns for HIV and AIDS awareness. It is an event that is commemorated throughout the world and it is regarded as the largest community mobilisation advocacy event at grassroots level. It is during this time that communities raise awareness of the pressing issues related to HIV and AIDS, while paying homage to those heroes that are no longer with us today but played very significant roles in stemming the pandemic to the level we see it today. 

Since 1983, the Memorial is commemorated on the third Sunday of May each year on an agreed-upon theme. There after within a month, the International commemoration, Agencies, Departments and Districts Commemorate individual Candle light Memorials

This year the theme is: “Touching Lives.” 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is only last year when we commemorated the event under the theme Many Lights for Human Rights, focussing on the importance of human rights in eliminating stigma and discrimination and promoting the greater and meaningful involvement of people living with HIV (PLHIV). You cannot talk about touching lives if rights are being violated. In order to effectively touch lives of people living with HIV and those that are affected, there is need to create an environment that is conducive for all alike to participate in national programmes even when they are in the communities.

So, how have we touched lives of people living with HIV within the UN and outside the UN in our families and communities? The issue of human rights is critical because it encompasses a lot of aspects in the response: universal access to services including treatment and provision of ARVs to people that are eligible, community and home based care, HIV testing and counselling, male involvement in PMTCT and many others. Through services such as these, we can be assured of touching lives. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I am aware that we have men and women of great courage today in the United Nations that are committed to give the HIV epidemic a face and voice. They dedicate their energy and time to ensure that HIV does not render the United Nations Community helpless and hopeless. They need our collaborative and supportive efforts, and we can only do that by accepting them in our communities and working together with them, reaching out to them and touching their lives.
This year’s theme “Touching Lives” again the emphasis is on working together as the United Nations to understand how to touch lives of those infected with HIV in our workplace.

I thank you for your attention.

